
I was looking for inspiration so I could write this article and I came across Measure
for Living, Devotions and Poems of Affirmation by Roy Z. Kemp. Inside, I found an
inscription that I had never noticed.  It was in my mother’s handwriting and said,
“With all my heart I love you – from the top of your head to the tips of your toes.
Happy Birthday, darling!  Mother, May 11, 1970.”
Under the heading of faith, I read that faith isn’t a vague quality that individuals are
supposed to have in times of stress; it isn’t a thing which is abstract, formless or
remote.  Faith is, instead, the working of God’s spirit within us, “the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  (Hebrew’s 11:1).  It goes on to
say that faith is “that quality within us which enables us to reach out into the unknown
and grasp the unseen hand of God.” One of the poems in this section on faith ends
with: I think whatever rock may lie

Within the road I trod
Is placed there for a stepping stone,

For I believe in God.
Despite the incredible hardships the Pilgrims suffered prior to their departure, during
their voyage on the Mayflower, and while they made a home in a new land, they
remained faithful to the idea that life would be better for them here.  What sustained
them when food and shelter were almost non-existent?  Faith that God would take
care of them.  I suspect that when they stepped out on Plymouth Rock, they were not
surprised to discover that what they truly needed was already here waiting for them.
They were blessed with Native Americans who shared their food and their knowledge
of the plentiful resources.
I looked for inspiration and along the way I found a gift from my mother.  I’m not
sure that at age 20, had I seen the inscription, I would have fully appreciated it.  And
so my prayer as we approach Thanksgiving, is that in the midst of giving thanks for
all we have, we will also remember the stepping stones and unseen hands.

The Blue Door Room shopping at Kin’s Market.
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What a wonderful semester we are having!
All the students are learning so much and
really growing as artists. This month we
decided to focus on unconventional tools
and methods. We started by creating art using
credit cards to apply the paint. They turned
out so cool! Then, we used spray bottles and
masking tape to make a new piece. We will
end the month free drawing with pastels,
cutting up the paper and then arranging the
paper in a new and interesting way. It is
almost time for the Art Show and we cannot
wait for you to see all their amazing work!

Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ANNA
Enrichment Teachers

We are cooking up a storm for the holidays!
The forecast in cooking was Cloudy With a
Chance of Meatballs as we cooked turkey
meatballs and spaghetti. Next, we will make
and steam wild boar (chicken) dumplings
after reading Wild Boars Cook. To celebrate
Thanksgiving, All Saints’ chefs will fill
cornucopias, make pumpkin muffins, and
read Strega Nona’s Harvest. This month we
will plant an herb garden and explore the
bounty of food our country produces.
Wrapping up the month, we will make rocking
ranch dressing with herbs from our garden
and read Pete the Cat: Rockin in My School
Shoes. A bountiful time leads to full bellies!

Ms. PATRICIA & Ms. JAMIE
Enrichment Teachers

Maggie takes a swing at the pinata during
the Halloween party.

Hello Friends,
Wow, it’s amazing how quickly we transition into the holidays. Just
one day post Halloween, Starbucks was serving coffee in red snowflake
cups, the Christmas lights were up on Congress Avenue and the Target
Christmas catalogue arrived. And, so begin the holidays - a season of
Friends, Family, Love, Cheer, Gifts, and so much more.
As you begin to make your gift lists, please consider the All Saints’
Annual Fund. One hundred percent of the dollars donated go directly
to your child’s experience at the School. Without this fundraising
effort, tuition would be higher and essential programs such as Music
Together, Stretch and Grow, Spanish and Library time, might not even
exist. So, please Love, Nurture and Grow your children’s experience
at All Saints’ with a donation to the Annual Fund.
Our fundraising goal has increased to $50,000 – so we truly need
everyone’s support and participation. This year, we’ve made it even
easier to give with the addition of an online payment site as well as
monthly payment plan options. To learn more, please visit this site:

www.allsaints austin.org/annualfund
‘Tis the Season to be Jolly (and Generous)!

Thank you for your continued support!
Shanel Vandergriff
Parent, Trustee and Annual Fund Chair

Tis the Season to

LOVE. NURTURE. GROW.

We are crazy for critters this month in
Science! All Saints’ scientists are going on
a backyard safari to learn about animals in
Austin. Students made binoculars and
explored animal life in Barton Creek,
comparing amphibians and reptiles. Still to
come, we will investigate the lives of
mammals, insects, spiders and birds. Students
will make an animal safari journal complete
with drawings of animals, their habitats,
footprints and even life cycles. At the end
of the month, we will discuss hibernation
and brainstorm animals that hibernate.
Students will pick an animal and act out
how that animal prepares for hibernating.
It’s been a roaring good time in Science!

Ms. PATRICIA
Enrichment Teacher

Gabriel displays his mosaic design.



CLASS ACTS
Welcome fall! We’ve been busy behind the red door. The class began the month talking about
the changes fall brings to Austin. We took a fall walk, painted leaves, and learned how animals
prepare for winter. Thanksgiving is coming soon! The class shucked corn and measured, poured,
and sifted cornmeal. We discussed the things for which we are thankful. We are looking forward
to sharing a meal with our All Saints’ friends. Have a safe and blessed Thanksgiving!

The Blue Door Room is embracing the beautiful season of fall this month. We started the month
with two fun-filled themes: Grocery Store and Cooking and Baking. During our unit on the
grocery store, we took a short, walking field trip to Kin's Market in Kinsolving Dormitory. The
children saw that not all grocery stores are as big as HEB or Randalls, and that some are
conveniently located in dormitories for college students. During our cooking/baking unit, we
wore aprons and chef's hats and made quesadillas, smoothies, cupcakes, and English muffin
pizzas and had a feast of our own! With that, we tied in our final theme of the month, Thanksgiving.
As always, we feel especiallylucky and thankful. The first time we stepped foot into the Day
School, we knew we were in a great place. Now, it’s more than just a job for us. We see it as
working with family. I’ve (Jamie) experienced the School not only as a teacher, but as a parent
as well. At this time, not only are we thankful for working with such wonderful people, but also
knowing that we play a small a role in the education start for your sweet children. May you and
your loved ones have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

It has been an exciting month in the Green Door Room! We started off the month by learning
about Art. We studied famous artists and works of art and incorporated that into fun math and
language arts activities. We learned about the primary colors with paint mixing. We also learned
about mosaics and created art using small squares of colors. Following that, we studied Native
Americans and Pilgrims. We learned about Native American habitats and symbols and their
meanings. We made our own designs the way the Native Americans used to by making homemade
paint from berries! In celebration of Thanksgiving, we will think of all of the things for which
we are thankful. There are many reasons to be thankful and we will show this by making a Tree
of Thanks! After the Thanksgiving holidays we will learn about Transportation. We will learn
about the many different ways people travel to work or school and how people around the world
travel differently than here.

Can you believe it is November already? Fall is finally in the air and the holidays are fast
approaching. We ended October with a spooky Halloween party. Thank you to Georgia, Lily
and Parker’s moms who helped to organize the fun time! We began November learning all
about bats. Then, we learned all about good nutrition and making healthy choices. This is
particularly important during the holiday season with all the sweet treats. Next we will learn
about the Native Americans and how important they were to our country and still are today.
We will end the month thinking about how thankful and fortunate we are. We will have a Feast
with the whole school and learn more about Thanksgiving. I hope you all have a wonderful
time with your family during the break. I know that I am so thankful to be a part of the All
Saints’ family and to be sharing this year with you!

This month, we are learning about fall and leaves, Native Americans and giving thanks.
Kindergarten is having great fun with math and science! Fall inspired us to learn about how
leaves change color and to graph leaf colors. In math, we have been working on addition,
beginning with story problems and adding number sentences. We will make a Thanksgiving
turkey during art, write about the things for which we are thankful, and make turkey sandwiches
for our Thanksgiving feast. We are looking forward to Thanksgiving with our family and friends.

3 DAY 3’s
LINDA HATCH

5 DAY 3’s
JAMIE MARTINEZ & MO KOWALIK

PRE-K I
ANNA SWANSON

PRE-K II
MELANIE LAPORTE

KINDERGARTEN
GIGI KHALSA & PATRICIA TAMMINGA

During story times this month,
we will be reading books about
fall animals and Native
Americans. The Pre-K and
Kindergarten classes are
learning about the differences
between fiction and nonfiction
books, and where to find these
different types of books in the
Library. The 3’s are also
beginning to learn about this
concept as well. In these
classes, we are talking about
the idea that some books are
about real things versus other
books being about pretend
things. Thanks again for
helping your child to return
their library books. If you think
the book has been lost, please
see Cindy about replacing it
so your child can begin to
check out books again.

Ms. GIGI & Ms. EMILY
Librarians

THE BOOKMARKTHE BOOKMARK

It’s finally here! All our hard
work has paid off, and we are
proud to present our plays. In
Hey, Diddle, Diddle, prepare
to be amazed as a cat dances
with a fiddle, a cow actually
jumps over the moon, a little
dog really laughs, and a dish
runs out of the chapel with a
spoon! In Humpty Dumpty,
poor Humpty will fall off a
wall, but the king’s women and
king’s men will do the best
they can to fix him up with
Band-Aids. Finally, in Little
Bo Peep, Bo’s lost her sheep
(they’re really just hiding), but
she doesn’t get too sad. She
knows if she just leaves them
alone they’ll come home, and
they’ll even be wagging their
tails behind them. We’re
looking forward to celebrating
all this hard work with a cast
party later this month.

Ms. JAMIE& Ms. EMILY
Enrichment Teachers



WE HAVE LAUNCHED OUR HOLIDAY
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT!
WHO:  Children of those coming to the Church’s
Loaves & Fishes ministry for assistance in December.
WHAT:  Fill 100 Christmas stockings with gender and
age-appropriate gifts ($25 limit per stocking)
WHERE:  Stockings will be available during morning and afternoon carpool.
WHEN: Pick up your stockings on November 15th                                  
               Return your stockings by November 28th
WHY:  These stockings provide gifts to children unlikely to receive any other
Santa delivery this year AND it is a great way to involve your children with a
worthwhile project to help others!
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ASAP • All Saints’ Association of Parents
Brace yourselves…it’s holiday time!!! The crazy relatives haven’t even invaded for turkey and
sweet potato casserole (hold the marshmallows, please), and we’re already talking about
Christmas!!

However…we are already in high gear for the season of giving (and stuffing).  Our Stocking
Stuffer effort is well underway. Thank you to project chair, Anne Wood, and the volunteer elves
for doing stocking prep. (You are now officially exempt from the naughty list.) Stockings are
labeled by age and gender and can be picked up during carpool or outside Cindy’s office. They
will need to be returned by November 28. (If you pick up a stocking, we won’t tell Santa what
we know.) We hope you will include your children in this special tradition of giving.

Mark your calendars for the Christmas Pageant on December 7 in the BIG church, followed by
a reception with good will and even more refreshments in the Parish Hall for all the adults in
attendance. (You should be able to pack on at least three of your ten holiday pounds here.)

Lastly, in the spirit of Thanksgiving, a note of gratitude for all those who make All Saints’ a
special and meaningful experience for our children and families … thank you for our Faculty/Staff,
and in the words of my then, four year old at Thanksgiving last year, “thank you, God, for
Barbie.”

Susan McCoy
ASAP Co-Chair
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We meet at 9:00 a.m. once a month in
The Chapel of the Holy Spirit.

MEETINGS
Join us for fellowship, fun and an

opportunity to support our wonderful
Faculty, children and community.

SEPT 29
OCT 27

DEC 1
JAN 26
FEB 23
MAR 29
APR 26
MAY 10

All Saints’ Day had many versions of saints appear, even Ms. Emily as Mary Poppins with a spoonful of sugar.


