
It’s Sunday of the Labor Day weekend and although the wind is finally blowing from the north
and the temperature is cooler than it has been in months, I am more uncomfortable than I have
been in a long time.  There is the sound of helicopters in the distance, smoke is swirling past
the clouds and the distinctive smell of burning brush fills the air.  At dusk it is difficult to
determine whether the orange glow in the west is from the setting sun or from the wildfire
burning six miles away. And the question becomes, what should we do?  Should we prepare to
leave and if so, what should we take?  I look around and try to determine what I have that can’t
be replaced.

Surely the original paintings and illustrations that my husband Jerry has done and the family
photographs that decorate our walls must be among the first things that we will take with us.
Or perhaps my collection of hearts or Jerry’s collection of box wood rulers will be placed in the
vehicle first.  But then my mind races to things that belonged to my parents and grandparents:
embroidered pillowcases and tablecloths; china that was too special to use; hand written family
recipes; and the maple butcher block that my great grandfather and grandfather used.  Weary
from worry, we go to bed.

I am awakened periodically by the flags on the porch wiping in the wind and the chimes in the
trees playing what sounds like Amazing Grace. Before I can slide out of bed to check on things,
Jerry moves closer and wraps his arms around me.  The dogs rush over from their beds and
wiggle their noses under our covers.  And I know then that there is no need to fill the car with
stuff.  As long as I am surrounded by those most dear to me and have the memories of those
whose love I still miss, I know that I will be fine.  People and pets and my camera to record new
adventures will be what I take with me.

My prayer for us at the beginning of this new school year, is that we will help each other to keep
things in perspective.  And that we will remember the words of author Patrick Overton: When
you come to the edge of all the light you have, and must take a step into the darkness of the
unknown, believe that one of two things will happen.  Either there will be something solid for
you to stand on – or you will be taught how to fly.

The rest of the story: Late Monday afternoon the fire closest to us went from 80% contained to
40% contained.  The residents of the neighborhood 5 minutes away were told that it was mandatory
to evacuate.  Although we were told we didn’t have to leave yet, we were told that we should
be prepared to do so.  If we received a mandatory evacuation call, we would have 5 minutes to
vacate the property.  And despite what I wrote earlier in the day, it was just too difficult to not
load a few of the things that I treasure most.  Thankfully, the call never came.

Piper, Madeline, and
Evelyn at the Listening
Center in Kindergarten.
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Calendar
Fall Festival
October 1st

10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Episcopal Schools Sunday
October 2nd

9:00 a.m. All Saints’ Church

Book Fair at Barnes&Noble
October 5th-12th

Parent/Teacher Conferences
October 6th & 7th

11:45 a.m. Early Dismissal on Oct. 6th
School Closed on Oct. 7th

Columbus Day Holiday
October 10th

School Closed
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fosters a love of learning
and the teaching of
Christian values and
traditions.
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Welcome to Art Enrichment!  We are both
so excited to watch the students grow as
artists this semester.  We started the month
discussing our goals for art and then making
a line drawing with oil pastels and
watercolors.  Next we will make a design
out of the letters in our name.  Then, we will
meet the artist Wassily Kandinsky and create
a piece full of colorful circles.  We will end
the month learning about Pablo Picasso and
making a self portrait inspired by him.  We
cannot wait to get this year started!

Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ANNA
Enrichment Teachers

Board Corner - September 2011
This is my third year on the All Saints’ Day School Board of Trustees, but my
first year to serve as President of the Board. This new responsibility has given me
the opportunity to see the Day School with new eyes. Working closely with our
Head of School, I continue to be impressed with Cindy’s leadership as well as the
hard work and loving dedication of the faculty and staff. In addition, I’ve become
uniquely aware of the hard work of the parent volunteers as seen through the
grade level homeroom parents, ASAP as well as the Board of Trustees. In my
view, this selfless giving is a big part of what makes All Saints’ Episcopal Day
School such a special place.
In that vein, I would like to introduce our newest members of the Board of Trustees
who have volunteered to begin a three year term this new school year:
Cynthia Alaniz, a graduate of the University of Texas School of Business, is
currently the sole proprietor of a small public accounting practice. Cynthia and
her husband Gavin Villareal, a former All Saints’ Trustee, have three children:
Daniel and Henry who are graduates of the Day School and Julia who is in the
5 Day 3’s.
John Barnhill is originally from Brenham, and he attended the University of
Texas for both undergraduate and graduate work. In recent years, he has spent his
time helping raise his children, building furniture, and renovating an early 20th
century farmhouse in Dripping Springs. John and his wife, Kelly (who is a former
Trustee), have 3 children:  Cecilia, 13, Fletcher, 11, and James, 3. Cecilia and
Fletcher graduated from the Day School, and James is in the 3 Day 3’s.
Carol Gormin graduated from Columbia Business School and received an MA
in Social Organizational Psychology from Columbia University. Most recently,
Carol was a senior human resources manager at Hess Corporation. Carol and her
husband, Jon, have two children: Abby, who is in Pre-K I this fall and Jack, who
is a “proud graduate of the Day School”.
Thank you to everyone who gives of their time for our school and please know
that your hard work is not taken for granted.

Pittman McGehee
Board of Trustees President

Cooks and Books!  This fall, the All Saints’
chefs are honing their cooking AND math
skills! We will be busy cutting, rolling,
spreading, stirring, mashing, kneading,
mixing, measuring, sorting, shaping,
classifying and more, as we practice being
a chef.  We will read classic children’s books
and bring the story to life as we create an
original recipe to go with each story.  Our
adventures will begin with the story of Walter
the Baker and making pretzels. Next, we will
read A Porcupine Named Fluffy and bake
spotted porcupine cookies. We will wrap up
the month by making rainbow pancakes and
reading A Bad Case of the Stripes.

Ms. PATRICIAXXX
Enrichment Teachers

Join us in a fun-filled month as we explore
science and what it means to be a scientist.
Our first unit of study was Sink & Float.
We learned how salt water affects the sinking
process. Next, we put the extreme heat to
use as we baked s'mores in our solar cookers.
While they baked, we made weather wheels
and discussed Weather Patterns. In weeks
to come, we will learn about Flight and
delve into the world of Physics! Students
will investigate the idea that gravity affects
all objects equally by conducting dropping
races with everyday items.  We will explore
air pressure, wind resistance, and gravity by
making and testing helicopters, paper
airplanes and penny parachutes.

Ms. PATRICIA
Enrichment Teacher

¡Bienvenidos! We are excited to be back in action, teaching our amigos all
about the beautiful language of Spanish. Over the summer, we made additions
to our teacher resources for this class and can’t wait to implement them with
your children. In the weeks to come, the children will learn how to greet and
introduce themselves, learn their colors, numbers and articles of clothing. In
addition to these themes, we will incorporate three of the letters of the alphabet
each week. We can’t wait to read, sing and play with your children!

Señoritas JAMIE y ROSA
Maestras de la clase de Español

DAY SCHOOL CHAPEL
We highly recommend that you
find the time to attend our Day
School Chapel with your child
several times this year.

Wednesdays and Fridays
at 9:15 a.m. in the Chapel of
the Holy Spirit with Ms. Mo
Kowalik. She will get you
excited again about those Bible
stories you loved as a kid!



CLASS ACTS
The 3 Day 3’s had a great start!  The kiddos were raring to go, and are making new friends.
The new class gerbils, “Rhoda and Mary”, were a hit.  The class has been learning about
how we are alike and how we are different.  We made a “Me” puppet, and painted on kid
shapes.  The class is currently learning how to be a “STAR” through our new program
Conscious Discipline.  When frustrated… Stop, Take a breath, And Relax!  Our unit of study
at this time is families.  We’ve washed dishes and dolls, pounded nails (golf tees), and painted
with toy cars.  We’re looking forward to a unit on pets.

The Blue Door Room has gotten off to a busy start this year.  We never understood how
people could nap in the middle of the afternoon and still sleep at night with ease.  After the
first (half) day of school, we fully understood.  The initial craze is coming to a slow halt,
and we are finally adjusting to the new routine with thirteen wonderful children. We began
our year with our All About Me theme which led us to units on Family and Pets.  We will
wrap up the month learning about our Senses and Colors.  We have so much in store for our
new friends this year.  Based on how the beginning of school has gone thus far, we anticipate
a busy, exciting year!

Fun, learning and so much more is happening in Green Door this month! We had a great
beginning.  Our first units were about us and our families.  We talked about how we were
the same and different from our classmates.  We’ve started studying our alphabet letters and
sounds with Zoophonics and Ms. Rosa is speaking Spanish with our class. Next, we are
looking forward to learning about authors and illustrators and we will focus on the stories
and illustrations of Eric Carle.  Finally, we will finish the month by talking about our emotions
and feelings and learning about community helpers.

Welcome to Pre-K II!  We are so excited to start the year with you and we know we will
all learn and grow a lot in the Yellow Door Room!  We started the year getting to know each
other.  We talked about where we were born, our families and what makes us all so special!
Then, we explored our feelings and what makes us happy, sad, frustrated or grouchy. We
talked about the best way to express our feelings with our friends, family and teachers.
Next, we will learn all about our five senses and how they help us in our daily life. After
that, we will go crazy for the alphabet! With the first day of fall fast approaching, we will
study the seasons and how they are different all over the country. We are so happy to be
sharing this year with all of you!

Reading and writing here we come!  We are off to a great start in Kindergarten.  We began
by building our classroom community with Conscious Discipline. We talked about our roles,
learned breathing techniques and how to use the safe place, and began to do our school
family jobs. Then we got busy completing homework, learning word wall words, meeting
Mr. Fuzzy Bear, being acolytes, working in learning centers, serving our own snack, and
writing independently in journals. Themes we will be exploring this month include: Homes
and Habitats, Friendship, and Folktales and Fairytales.  Our families will join us for the
annual home building project on September 15th.  We will also take a field trip across the
street to the Scottish Rite Dorm to see a place that some university students call home.  We
look forward to a year filled with learning and fun.

Who’s reading great books?
We are, because another great
year of our library program
has begun.   Just as in previous
years, all students will have a
story time each week, and Pre-
K and Kindergarten students
will check out books.  Early
library lessons will focus on
l i b r a r y  b e h a v i o r  a n d
procedures, caring for books,
and where to find books in the
Library.  Parents can also come
to the Library and check out a
book or, help their child to
check out a book.  We
particularly encourage the
parents of the 3 year olds since
they will not be checking out
books as a class.  Instructions
are posted on the library hutch
to help with the check out
process.  Please remember to
take only one book at a time,
file the card in the parent
section, and return the book
one week after checking it out.
As always, if you need
assistance, let us know and we
will be happy to help.

Ms. GIGI & Ms. EMILY
Librarians

THE BOOKMARKTHE BOOKMARK 3 DAY 3’s
LINDA HATCH

5 DAY 3’s
JAMIE FIERRO & MO KOWALIK

PRE-K I
ANNA SWANSON

PRE-K II
MELANIE LAPORTE

KINDERGARTEN
GIGI KHALSA & PATRICIA TAMMINGA

We are excited to be getting
started with another fun-filled
year in Drama!  This fall, we’ll
be learning a lot about the art
of puppets.  Kids have had
tons of fun playing with the
puppet theaters putting on
shows for one another.  We’ve
also been learning about all
the different jobs in a theater
that are important so that the
show can go on.  We’re having
a great time playing all sorts
of games and can’t wait to start
working on our fall play next
month.

Ms. EMILY& Ms. JAMIE
Enrichment Teachers
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ASAP • All Saints’ Association of Parents
Happy returns, everyone! And to our newcomers at All Saints’, a very enthusiastic Welcome!
We are thrilled to be kicking off the new school year (as evidenced by the collective sigh of
relief heard in the parking lot at drop off).  We are also filled with gratitude that our children
have the opportunity to be part of the caring and gifted community that is All Saints’.

ASAP is in full force already this year – our summer play dates on the All Saints’ playground
were a great success, fostering new friendships and reconnecting old ones.  We had a great
turn out at our first ASAP meeting and are gearing up for a big fall.

Thank you to those who have already signed up to assist with the many stellar ASAP events
we have planned this year. For all of you lollygaggers, there are still plenty of volunteer
opportunities waiting for you on top of the white cabinets, just inside the red, double doors.
It’s a long year with lots of opportunities, and volunteering sure beats having to sit with Cindy
LaPorte at lunch and explain yourself.

A giant THANK YOU to Mari and Robert Josey for opening their beautiful home up to us
for the All Saints’ Cocktail Party. And thanks to the rest of the cocktail party crew for helping
to make it a great success. Now if the person responsible for taking Robert Josey’s Captain
America house shoes would please return them, that’d be great.

Be sure to mark your calendars for these upcoming events:
Fall Festival – October 1st from 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

We will need parents in each classroom to volunteer for that class’ assigned activity.
Book Fair at Barnes and Noble (Sunset Valley) – October 5 - 12

Most ASAP meetings are held the last Thursday of the month at 9:00a.m. in the Chapel.
Join us for fellowship, fun and an opportunity to support our wonderful faculty, children
and community while heckling ASAP Co-Chair Amy Sell…trust us, she loves it.  Again,
welcome, and we look forward to a fantastic year! 

Susan McCoy
ASAP Co-Chair

Co-Chairs
Amy Sell
(amy@dfiaustin.com)
Susan McCoy
(smccoy512@gmail.com)

3 Day 3’s
Marie Timmermann
(marietimmermann@aol.com)
Mary Alice McKaughan
(maryaliceboehm@yahoo.com)

5 Day 3’s
Melisa McEwen
(melisa.mcewen@yahoo.com)
Cindy Alaniz
(calaniz@swbell.net)

Pre-K I
Heather Powell
(heather_powell@sbcglobal.net)
Deri Santos
(deri.santos@yahoo.com)
Allison Bassetti
(atenderle@yahoo.com)

Pre-K II
Liz Howard
(liz_howard@earthlink.net)
Merrilee McGehee
(merrilee.mcgehee@gmail.com)

Kindergarten
Heather Fedorowicz
(heatherfed@gmail.com)
Sara Gilster
(saragilster@gmail.com)

2011-2012
Representatives

We meet at 9:00 a.m. once a month in
The Chapel of the Holy Spirit.

MEETINGS
Join us for fellowship, fun and an

opportunity to support our wonderful
Faculty, children and community.

SEPT 29
OCT 27
DEC 1

JAN 26
FEB 23
MAR 29
APR 26
MAY 10

Bailey, Annabelle and Liam enjoy being back at school.


